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卒業おめでとう！～卒業式でのＩＬＣ卒業生の答辞です。

On behalf of all the graduates of the International Language Course of Yokohama Hayato High School, I, ○ ○○○ would like
to convey my deepest gratitude to our families, teachers, and all the people who supported us through the experiences we have had
over the past three years. And to all my ILC friends, congratulations we survived, and we are graduating.
It seems like only yesterday we entered Yokohama Hayato High School a little bit anxious and nervous, but mostly filled with
hopes and dreams. In our first week we attended a welcome party. We were greeted by warm applause from our seniors. We played
ILC bingo and sang the banana song. From that moment I knew ILC was different from other courses in Hayato High School, or any
other high school for that matter. We were also told that ILC is kind of like a family, and that the school life would be so amazing
the people who graduated would often come back to meet the teachers who once taught them. And some would even come back as
teachers. I wondered if I would be able to have a wonderful high school life like them. Now I am here as a senior on my graduation
day the last day of high school.
Let’s go take a walk down memory lane for a bit to remind us how we got here, the first year, the first day we entered our
classrooms, and met new people who became our friends. We had two festivals, the school festival and the sports festival, which
brought us closer and formed a strong sense of teamwork. In the end of our first year we visited Canada, we met people from
different backgrounds and had a chance to eat, see, and experience various countries' cultures. We also got to share about Japanese
culture through the Japan Fair. And we had a chance to think about what a global leader is. I remember thinking that it is someone
who makes a change in the world or in people’s hearts. And we learned to have an open mind and that it gives us a chance to learn
from other people.
During our three years we also had a lot of opportunities to participate in various activities such as club activities, speech
contests, workshops, and volunteer work. I, for one did a lot of volunteering during my high school life. Most of the time I had the
chance to work with not only high school students but also people from different generations, some who were younger, some who
were older. We all had different ways to see the world and I was often inspired by them when I heard their stories. For me
volunteering opened so many doors, and I got to experience things I never thought I would be able to do. And it gave me an idea for
what I wanted to do in the future. All in all, through my time in ILC, I have learned to always be curious, and to have the courage to
try even if its way out of my comfort zone.
I’d like to thank the teachers for encouraging us to go out and experience things through volunteer work and workshops. We
really learned a lot from it as well as gaining experience and confidence. And for listening when we were having trouble with
university exams, friends or just general school life, and also giving us some advice to overcome it.
Thank you to all of our friends, who cheered us up when we were feeling down. I will miss the days we helped each other with
homework, and all the craziness we had.
Thank you to our families. For most of our lives you have been supportive on what we wanted to do, and you have told us to
chase our dreams however big they are. And you believed in us when we didn’t believe in ourselves. Thank you for always being
there when we got home.
All of you have been our source of inspiration and motivation and taught us to live our lives to the fullest.
To the juniors, treasure your time in this school, because before you know it, it will be over. Study well and most importantly have
fun! Even when things seem to be challenging always try to see the fun in it. And don’t be afraid to dream big!
After today we will be going our separate ways but remember the memories we made here will be with us forever. Lastly, I’d
like everyone to look at the person on you left, now look to the person on your right. These are the people you’ve studied with,
shared opinions with, laughed with. This is a family and I am proud to be part of it. It is hard to say goodbye, but even good things
must come to an end. So, thank you so much and I hope we will meet again.
○○○○

ＩＬＣ３年生の担任の先生方、お疲れ様でした！

